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Why need for Data on population ageing?

(1) basis for decision-making in policy formulation helping for 
determining important points 

(2) monitoring of socio-demographic groups of elderly population: both 
the dynamics of its size and structure, and various aspects of the 
every-day-life (health status, living standards, employment, access to 
education, social activity etc.)

(3) monitoring both the costs of investment due to the population 
ageing, and their results
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The urgency of monitoring was highlighted in the Social Bulletin of 
the Russian Government's Analytical Center "Elderly population of 
Russia: challenges and prospects "(March 2016)

 Increase of the budget system's expenditure on social liabilities, 
including liabilities in pension, social and health insurance and social 
services for elder persons;

 Changing of parameters of employment and unemployment as well 
as the characteristics of the labor force employed in the economy;

 Changing consumer demand and its structure under the influence of 
population ageing;

 Inadequate and insufficiently accurate integration of the concerns of 
the elderly population and their reflection in the Russian Federation's 
strategic and program documents
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Strategy for action in the interests of senior citizens in the Russian 
Federation 2025 (February 5, 2016)

The main objective of the Strategy is to coordinate the activities of state and public 
institutions to address  problems of senior citizens. 
Expected result of the implementation of the Strategy: 
- creation of conditions for "active aging" of senior citizens in order to improve the 

level and quality of all aspects of life of the elderly population
Among the mechanisms for the implementation of the Strategy:
- the organization of monitoring of the achievement of the goals and objectives of 

the Strategy which is impossible without a sound system of indicators covering 
both the costs of implementing the Strategy and its results.

- "improvement of the system of social and demographic statistics, which 
characterizes the process of population aging and its impact on the socio-
economic development of Russia"
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The scope of ageing-related statistics in Russia:

Centralized data collection 
directed by the Federal State 
Statistics Service (Rosstat):

 censuses and vital statistics

 data from relevant ministries 
and agencies

 sample sur surveys conducted 
by Rosstat

Sample surveys conducted by 
other national and international 
organizations (SAGE, RLMS etc) at 
the national and sub-national 
levels, focused or not on the 
elderly population
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Russian Federation in International 
Indexes :
Active Ageing Index
Global Age Watch Index
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Section "The Elder Generation“ on the website of the Federal 
Service of State Statistics

http://www.gks.ru/wps/wcm/connect/rosstat_main/rosstat/ru/statistics/population/generation/

http://www.gks.ru/wps/wcm/connect/rosstat_main/rosstat/ru/statistics/population/generation/


Section "The Elder generation“ on the website of the Federal Service 
of State Statistics

1. Demographic indicators (population, life expectancy)

2. Retirement and pensions for senior citizens  (number of pensioners and average pensions by type of 
pension and pensioner categories, basic pension indices, number of retirees employed, the distribution of 
retirees by sex and place of residence, the number of recipients of non-state pensions, the dynamics of the 
average amount of pensions granted depending on the sex and place of residence of the pensioner, etc)

3. Social support and social care of senior citizens (the regional expenditures on the implementation of social 
support for older citizens, the proportion of elderly citizens and people with disabilities who receive social 
services home care, coverage of social services, etc.)

4. Average wage and number of workers by age, and sex

5. Employment and Unemployment

6. Use of information technologies and information and telecommunications networks (the availability of 
devices for Internet access, the population that is active users of the Internet, by type of settlement by sex and 
age groups, the proportion of the population using the Internet for ordering goods and (or) services, by type of 
settlement and age and age groups, the proportion of the population using the Internet for receiving state and 
municipal services, by type of settlement and sex and age group, etc.).

7. Social activity of elderly citizens

8. Living conditions of elderly citizens (characteristics of housing conditions of pensioners' households: water 
supply, hot water supply, gas, main heating sources)
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Main sources of demographic data on the elderly health and 
mortality at national and sub-national levels:

Data from censuses (2002, 
2010, future census 2020):

 age and sex structure

Data from Vital statistics:

 cause-specific mortality by 
regions, age, and sex

 marriages and divorces
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Data from Ministry of Public 
Health:

• morbidity by causes 
according to the  
international classification of 
diseases (ICD-10)

• disability by sex and age, and 
causes

Existing Indicators:

• Number and share of elderly population

• Prospective ageing measures (since 2016)

• Life expectancy

• Death rates at old ages by sex and causes of death

• Incidence and prevalence of diseases and 
disabilities at old ages

• Prospective ageing measures (since 2016) at the 
sub-national level

Data gaps:

• Indicators combined demography and 
health (Ex.: Healthy Life expectancy; 
DALY (disability-adjusted-life-years etc))

• Subjective indicators (Ex.: perceived 
health status)

• Longitudinal data (panel surveys)



Russian Demographic Data Sheet (national and sub-national levels): 
chronological and prospective point of view
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• Life Expectancy at birth by 
sex

• Life Expectancy at age 60 by 
sex

• Women/Men Ratio at ages 
60+

• Median Age, Standardized 
Median Age, Prospective 
Median Age

• Old-age threshold by sex
• Old-age dependency Ratio
• Prospective and Projective 

Old-age dependency Ratio



Sampling Surveys conducted by Federal Service of State Statistics: 

 Monitoring of living conditions (2011, 2014, 2017) 

 Statistical Survey of Income and Participation in Social Programs (2012, 2014, 
2015, 2016, 2017)

 Statistical Survey of Population Participation in Continuing Education (2015)

 Sample Survey of quality and availability of services in education, health care and 
social service, assistance of employment of the population (2015)

 Nutrition Survey (2013)

 Sample Survey of behavioral factors affecting the health of the population (2013)
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Data gaps:

• Age-friendly environment

• Participation in social activities

• Life long learning

• Leisure, sport activities, tourism ….



Sample Survey conducted by international organization:

SAGE – Study on global AGEing and adult Health

 WHO, 2007-2010

 nationally representative sample is originally designed for the study of 
the elderly

 persons aged 18 years and older residing within individual households, 
mostly 50+
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Sample Surveys conducted by national organization:

GGS – Generations and Gender Survey

«Parents and children, men and women in 
family and society»

HSE, 2004-2011

 nationally representative sample

 persons aged 18 - 89 within individual 
households
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RLMS – Russian Longitudinal Monitoring 
Survey 

• HSE, 1992-2017 

• the only representative microeconomic 
survey in Russia with a significant panel 
component 

• all persons aged 18 years and older residing 
within individual households

• significant addendum to data published by 
the Russian Federal Service of State 
Statistics



Russia in international Indexes: 

Active Ageing Index

calculated by the Institute of Social Policy 
of the Higher School of Economics on the 
basis of a methodology adapted to Russia. 

In the absence of a full-scale survey that 
reflects all aspects of the life of the elderly 
population of Russia information comes 
from a variety of sources

 Population Census (2010)

 Sample surveys: GGP ("Parents and 
Children, Men and Women in the Family 
and Society“), Monitoring of Living 
Conditions, European Social Survey, 
Russian Monitoring of the Economic 
Situation and Public Health of the 
Higher School of Economics 

Global Age Watch Index

Rank of Russia (2015) = 65 
 Income Security – 30
 Health Status – 86
 Capability – 25
 Enabling environment – 82 

14



15

Data on Population Ageing: to capture the multidimensional 
aspects of Aging 

Data on 
investments 
into health 
system, long 
care system, 
education, 
age-friendly 
environment 
etc.

Demographic 
and Health 
data on:

Causes 
of 
Ageing

Consequences

Data on benefits 

for elderly 
people:
health 
improvement, 
financial 
security etc

for society:
Increase in 
labor force 
participation, 
social and 
cultural 
development 
etc

Information on the best practices



Conclusions 
# The main problem of the data collected both during the continuous statistical
observation by Federal Service of State Statistics and in Sample Surveys is that
they do not provide a holistic view of the aging and situation of the elderly in
the Russian Federation growing need to consolidate ageing-related
statistics

# A special (panel) survey, focused on the elderly population, should be
carried out on sub-national level to ensure comparability of results and
representativeness of data not only for the country as a whole, but also regions

taking into account the diversity of the elderly population and
ageing related problems

# Low life expectance requires special efforts on gathering data on Healthy
Ageing and work on data quality in mortality and morbidity, especially related
to the old ages
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