English for Junior Students. Part 3. Education.


COMPREHENSION CHECK

EXERCISE 1   Translate into Russian in writing. Analyse the main differences in both languages.
1.    Never have so many spent so long learning so little.
2.    The present crisis stems from the increasingly widespread acceptance among faculty and administrators of the fatal educational principle that a student should not be required to do any academic work that displeases him.
3.    If he is concerned about obtaining high grades, he selects his teachers from among the many who have yielded to student pressure and now indiscriminately award A's to virtually everyone.
4.    We must realize that becoming an educated person is a difficult, demanding enterprise.
5.    Just as anyone who spoke of intense physical training as a continuous source of pleasure and delight would be thought a fool, for we all know how much pain and frustration such training involves, so anyone who speaks of intense mental exertion as a continuous source of joy and ecstasy ought to be thought equally foolish, for such effort also involves pain and frustration.
6. Such criticism, when well-founded and constructive, is in no way demeaning for the willingness the accept it and learn from it is one mark of a mature individual.

EXERCISE 2    Paraphrase and interpret the following sentences in English.
1.    They get а В and they bawl. It takes a man or woman of real integrity to give a B.
2.    Unfortunately, that road is no more than a detour to the dead end of ignorance.
3.    It is painful to have one's ignorance exposed and frustrating to be baffled by intellectual subtleties.
4.   And that he means well is no reason why he should not be criticised for an inadequate performance.
5.    As students opinion is given greater and greater weight in the evaluation of faculty, professors are busy trying to ingratiate themselves with the students.
6.    There are no rules. Still everyone wins, and everyone must receive a prize.
EXERCISE 3     Find in the text the answers to the following questions. Read them
1.
What does the present crisis of higher education stem from?
2.
What does a student do if he prefers not to take examinations?
3.
What does a student do if he prefers that his work not be graded?
4.
What does a student do if he is concerned about obtaining high grades?
5.
What are the abilities that are not easy to master in the process of education?
6. What is college education gradually coming to resemble?

VOCABULARY AND STRUCTURE

EXERCISE 1    Find the most suitable Russian equivalents for the following English collocations:
To stand on the brink of chaos; fatal educational principle; to take examinations; to receive an undifferentiated pass or fail; to obtain high grades; to provide with a liberal education; to achieve without effort; intense physical training; source of pleasure and delight; pain and frustration; intense mental exertion; without toil; to read intelligently; to think precisely; to speak fluently; to write clearly; to study a subject carefully; to know smth thoroughly; foundation of a sound education; to accept criticism; a mature individual; to receive a prize; to depend in great part upon smth; to acquire sufficient understanding; the decay of our democracy.
EXERCISE 2  Find in the text English equivalents for the following Russian collocations:
Профессорско-преподавательский и учебно-вспомогательный персонал; получить диплом; или же; предполагать экзамен; поддаваться давлению со стороны студента; по всей стране; студентов убедили; беспечно двигаться; тупик невежества; предприятие, требующее больших усилий; преодолевать поистине огромные трудности; хорошая работа; понимающий задачи, стоящие перед человечеством; сдавать работу по экономике, не отвечающую требованиям; не достаточно хорошая работа; способности своих граждан; жесткое образование; неверно направленная политика.
EXERCISE 3     Consulting the Active Vocabulary:
a) give a good Russian variant of the following collocations:
To achieve increase in payment; highest achievement; to acquire significance; to arrange words in certain order; to arrange about a reception; security arrangement; to attain a desired goal; futile attempt; to challenge the rightness; genuine challenge; challenging job; to ignore preliminary arrangements; ignorance of the situation; to involve expenditures; to involve a different approach; to be involved in a heated debate; involved explanation; to be of the opinion; opinion poll; to realize forthcoming difficulties; to receive a lot of attention; on receipt of; further discussion is required; in recognition of; to stand by the promise; feasibility study; to turn down the offer; to take turns; to do a good turn 

TEXT CONTENT 

EXERCISE 1      Do the tasks based on the text and answer the questions.
1.    Find proof in the text to support the statement that American higher education stands on brink of chaos.
2.    What does the present crisis stem from?
3.    How do American students make life easier for them?
4.    Why does it take 'a person of real integrity to give a B'?
5.    What does Steven Cahn mean by 'a liberal education',' a rigorous education'?
6.    From paragraph 5 write out all collocations describing education process as
a) difficult, demanding enterprise
b) as a source of joy and ecstasy
7.    Comment on the comparison: " There can be joy in learning as there can be joy in sport."
8.     What are the qualities and skills necessary for an educated person?
9.    How do you understand ' intellectual responsibility '?
10. How should a student take criticism?
11. Comment on the comparison of college education and the Caucus-race ("Alice's Adventures in Wonderland ").
12. Why does the success of a democracy depend on the capability of its citizens?
13. Compare the situation in educational system in Russia and the States along the main points brought up in the text.
14. Give title to each parag

EXERCISE 4  Read the text and explain the meaning of the underlined collocations

Working 9 to 5 Just Isn’t Enough

Americans live to work and Europeans work to live so the saying goes. And Russians? Well, a new work force armed with a new work ethic may place them on the American side of that equation.
The labor market is experiencing a resurrection of sorts, but employers and employees are finding they have to shift gears to keep up with present-day demands.
The changes, according to labor analysts, mean smaller salaries, heavier workloads and increased professionalism.
A new breed of Western-trained Russian professionals has emerged, ready to work overtime to promote their careers. But employment experts say these energetic young workers know their value — and though they'll work for lower pay, they're al​ways on the lookout for better opportunities.
Company demands for employment have changed. After the mass layoffs that followed the tumult of August 1998, compa​nies are now once again scrambling to find qualified people to fill vacancies.

Each year, Russian professionals are gaining more and more experience in Western companies. And it is from this widening pool of Western-trained professionals that companies are seeking to hire — and nothing less will do.
But along with the higher standards, multinationals are also offering heavier workloads with smaller salaries. Despite rehiring, most companies will not reach the same level of employment as before the crisis. Diversification and increased responsibilities are a necessity. Employers are counting on this new breed of workers to handle a greater variety of duties and more work in general.
 There seems to be a new hunger to move up the ladder — or on to bigger and better ladders — but this means staying at the office late into the night and putting after-work activities on hold.
(from The Russia Business Review)
( On which side of the equation would you place Russians ?

( What do you think is a new work ethic in Russia, if any? 

( How would you characterize yourself as a would-be employee?

( How far are you going to move up the ladder?
EXERCISE 5   Read the text below and highlight the points with which 

                you   agree or   disagree. Give your reasoning
The only thing people are interested in today

is earning more money
Once upon a time there lived a beautiful young woman and a handsome young man. They were very poor, but as they were deeply in love, they wanted to get married. The young people's parents shook their heads. 'You can't get married yet,’ they said “Wait till you get a good job with good prospects.” So the young people waited until they found good jobs with good prospects and they were able to get married. They were still poor, of course. They didn't have a house to live in or any furniture, but that didn't matter. The young man had a good job with good prospects, so large organisations lent him the money he needed to buy a house, some furniture,
all the latest electrical appliances and a car. The couple lived happily ever after paying off debts for the rest of their lives. And so ends another modern romantic fable.

        We live in a materialistic society and are trained from our earliest years to be acquisitive. Our   possessions, 'mine' and 'yours' are clearly labeled from early childhood. When we grow old enough to earn a living, it does surprise us to discover that success is measured in terms of the  money you earn. We spend the whole of our lives keeping up with our neighbors, the Joneses, if we buy a new television set, Jones is bound to buy a bigger and better one. If we buy a new car we can be sure that Jones will get on better and get two new cars: one for his wife and one for himself. The most amusing thing about this game is that the Joneses and all the neighbors who   are struggling frantically to keep up with them are spending borrowed money kindly provided, at  a suitable rate of interest, of course, by friendly banks, insurance companies, etc.
It is not only in affluent societies that people are obsessed with the idea of making more money. Consumer goods are desirable everywhere and modern industry deliberately sets out to create new markets. Gone are the days when industrial goods were made to last forever. The wheels of industry must be kept turning. 'Built-in obsolescence' provides the means: goods are made to be discarded. Cars get thinner and thinner. You no sooner acquire this year's model than you are thinking about its replacement. 

This materialistic outlook has seriously influenced education. Fewer and fewer young people these days acquire knowledge only for its own sake. Every course of studies must lead somewhere: i.e. to a bigger wage packet. The demand for skilled personnel far exceeds the supply and big companies compete with each other to recruit students before they have  completed their studies. Tempting salaries and fringe benefits are offered to them. Recruiting  tactics of this kind have led to the 'brain drain', the process by which highly skilled people offer  their services to the highest bidder. The wealthier nations deprive their poorer neighbors of their   most able citizens. While Mammon is worshipped as never before, the rich get richer and the poor, poorer.
                   (from For and Against by L.G. Alexander )
( Provide the context with the highlighted collocations.
( Make up your own end to the fable.

· EXERCISE 6  You are going to make an opening speech at a Job Fair. Present these   six steps, provide your comments and examples

· Главное — решиться. Четко определите, чего конкретно вы хотите от этой жизни и сделайте  первый шаг на нелегком и увлекательном пути поиска работы.
· Как и во всем, в поиске работы главное — соответствующий настрой и умение мобилизоваться.
· Помните о том, что поиск работы — такая же работа, как и любая другая. Учтите, что если Вы не будете, как минимум, по 5 дней в неделю с 10.00 до 18.00 искать работу, Вы не найдете ее вообще.
· Будьте активны. Нажимайте на все доступные кнопки, используйте все известные каналы поиска работы. Тогда Ваши шансы многократно увеличатся.  

· Помните, что поиск работы — это своеобразный торг, на котором и продавцом и товаром одновременно выступаете Вы со своими профессиональными качествами, способностями и навыками. И Ваша задача — подороже продать себя работодателю.
· Никогда не отчаивайтесь. Даже если Вам в очередной раз отказали, помните — Ваше время не потрачено даром. Вы приобрели полезный опыт поиска работы и общения с работодателем, а это главное — ведь на ошибках учатся. Проанализируйте, что вы сделали не так, чтобы произвести на следующего потенциального работодателя лучшее впечатление. Удачи!
                              (from Stolichniye Vesty, № 7, 1999)
WRITING
A Letter of Application

EXERCISE 1     Scan the text below and highlight general points about   how to write to a 

                             prospective employer
One very important kind of business letter is an application for a job, but the number of people who have no idea how to write such a letter is amazing. Of course there is no one pattern that will worthwhile please everybody, but there are a number of common types that will please nobody. It may therefore be worth your while to consider a few general points about how to write to a prospective employer (hereafter called "he" or "him") before developing your individual variations.
