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Context: Simon and Melanie work in the same office. Simon’s popped in to
Melanie’s house after work for a cup of tea.

The Brother from Hell!

Melanie:

Simon:

Melanie:

Simon:

Melanie:

Simon:

Melanie:

Simon:

Melanie:

Simon:

Melanie:

Simon:

Melanie:

Simon:

Melanie:

Simon:

Melanie:

Simon:

Melanie:

Simon:

Melanie:

Simon:

Melanie:

I can’t remember. Do you take milk?

Please, but no sugar. Thanks. It's weird, you know, but
I'vebeentoyour house ............... ,and I still
haven’t met your parents.

Yes, they’re out a lot. My dad works for the BBC and my
mum’s a, she does sortof . ... ... work for a

company. You know, like an advertising agency. They're
both really busy.

Oh, they sound really interesting.

Do you think so? I find mydad......... dull, to be
honest. He works late everv day, even works some
weekends, doesn’t read, doesn’t go out. I mean, don't
................ Lhe’s......... nice, butldon’t
know, I just don’t have anything to say to him. I think
............ , we just don’t spend enough time

together.

How old is he then?

About 55, I think. I can never really remember.

Oh yeah.

But my mum’s lovely. She’s............ , abit too

nice though, sometimes, always trving to look after me.
She worries about me leaving home. She's ........
over-protective, if vou know that I mean. I'm an

Oh, I didn’t know that.

What? You mean you can’t tei!!

I don’t know. I've never thought about it, I suppose.
So, what about you? Have vou got any brothers or
sisters yourself?

Yes, I've gotoneof each, ... ......... )

Oh right. Older or younger?

My sister’s two or three years younger than me, but my
brother’'s........... .. older. He's about 40 now.
Do you get on with them all right? You haven’t really
talked about them very much.

Well, my brother, not ... .. .. well, actually. He's
different fromme, ......... old-fashioned, . . ... ...
traditional. Well, actually, he’s a bit, how canI........ ,

right-wing. You know - things aren’t what they used to
be, more police, death penalty ~ that kind of thing. He's
............ fool, actually.

Oh, well, it takes all sorts, I suppose.

But my sister, she’s great. We ... ... ... ... ... . We've
gotthesamekindof .................

Just a pity about the brother from hell, eh?

Yes. Oh, but he’s not that bad. We get on all right, as
long asyousteer................ of certain topics.
Anyway, you were telling me about your parents.

Oh, there’s not much to tell, actually.




Real English: 

the brother from hell
This is said about a  rather unpleasant person.  The kind of neighbours who play loud music in the middle of the night are the neighbours from hell!  Other people’s children can be the children from hell!
Task 1.
Make sure you understand the following words and collocations:
1. to be weird

2. to do temping work     

3.  to be dull

4. to tell smth from smth                                  

(“You mean you can’t tell!”)

5. to get on with smb all right 

          (Am.E: get along)

6. to be right wing– here: conservative

7. It takes all sorts …

         ( proverb: It takes all sorts to make a world ) 

8. to steer clear of  

9. to put smth  (in good English)

     (“How can I put it…)

10. to get smb wrong 

     Now match these collocations with their meanings:

a. to keep away from smth (informal)

b. to have a friendly relationship
c. to be uninteresting, unexciting

d. to be very strange and frightening
e. to know for certain, recognize or be sure
f. “any society consists of    people who vary greatly in their habits, opinions, etc.”

g. to express smth in words
h. to work in an office for a limited period of time while somebody is   absent or while there’s a great deal of work.

i. to misunderstand
j. liking old  and established ways
Task 2.

Replace the underlined words with the collocations from Task 1:
1. The lecture seemed so boring to him that he couldn’t help falling asleep.

2. Are you on good terms/friendly with your boss?

3. My sister has worked in many different companies. She is a temporary worker.

4. He is so unpredictable. You can never guess what he is going to do.

5. You sound really sharp. You should have formulated it milder.

6. –He is such a funny (strange) person!

-Never mind, people differ.

      7.  -If you want her to like you, avoid discussing any political topics. She is very conservative.

      8.  –I didn’t mean to hurt you by saying this. You must have misunderstood me.

Task 3.
Listen to the conversation between Melanie and Simon and answer the following questions: 
1. Do Melanie and Simon have any brothers and sisters?

      2.   Do Melanie and Simon get on well with the other members of their families?
Task 4. 
Listen to the dialogue again and fill in the gaps in the conversation.

Task 5.  TALKING POINT
Answer the questions making good use of the collocation from Task 1.
1. Melanie thinks her mum is a bit too nice. Is it possible to be too nice? Do you know anyone to be like that? 

2. Do you know anyone who is the only child in the family? Which would you prefer: to be an only child or to be one of four or five?

3. Do you know anyone who comes from really big family? How many brothers and sisters did your parents have? What about their parents?

4. Have you ever met a person about whom you could really say: “from hell” ?

Task 6. Emphasizing:
a) To emphasize comments, the following models are used:

1. Very / really + adjective
She’s very nice. He’s really bossy.

       2.   Quite + adjective
He’s quite creative – he paints and writes poetry.

3.    A bit + negative adjective

He’s a bit boring. She’s a bit immature.

4. A bit of a + negative noun

He’s a bit of a workaholic.
5. A bit too + positive adjective

She’s a bit too nice, if you know what I mean.

b) You can also emphasize your comments by using the same adverb before different adjectives or by using two different adjectives with a similar meaning:

-It was really cold and really windy.

-It was extremely long and extremely boring.
-He is a bit strange, a bit weird.
-He is a bit old-fashioned, a bit traditional.

Now using these models describe the following:
1. your last holiday

2. the best place you’ve ever been

3. your favorite food

4. your best friend

5. your home town

Task 7. Softening
 These are different ways of softening one’s opinion:

1. So how do you get on with your brother?


- Well, actually, not really well.
2.   So what does your dad do for a living?


- Well, to be honest, I’m not really sure.
3.   I find Ted really dull, don’t you?


- Well, to tell you the truth, I don’t agree.

Work in pairs. Make short dialogues using the following sentences as responses:

1. Well, actually, no, he doesn’t. He hates it.

2. Well, to be honest, I thought it was awful!

3. Well, to tell you the truth, I don’t want to either!

4. Well, to be honest, I’d rather spend the evening doing my homework.

5. Well, to tell you the truth, I can’t think  of anything more boring.

6. Well, actually, I’m already going with someone.

Task 8. Expressions with prepositions:
Complete the sentences below; choose the correct prepositions:
At             for            from            to            with
1. I’m quite similar ……my brother, I suppose. We’re both quite sporty.

2. I’m completely different …..my sister. She’s really sociable.

3. My Dad is a regional manager. He is responsible ……five shops in his area.

4. After twenty years in the same job, you can understand why I’m a bit bored…….. it.

5. My Mum’s quite fit. She goes running and she’s quite good ……. tennis as well.

Task 9.  Phrasal verbs with with
Complete the sentences with the following phrasal verbs:
catch up with                                       
keep in touch with

come up with 




put up with

get on with 




split up with
1. Mark’s a bit depressed. He ……………his girlfriend last week.

2. I like my boss. She’s really easy to …….. .

3. If that’s the best idea you can ………….. , we  might as well all just give up and go home.

4. I’ve got four old school friends who I still ……….. by letter.

5. Some eastern European countries are starting to …………… the West economically.

6. The buses here are so unreliable, but what can you do? You just have to ……..it, don’t you?
Task 10.  Making it sound natural.
Imagine you are talking to your classmate, trying to know more about each other.

Produce a dialogue similar to the basic one. Make it sound natural. 
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Context: Dan and Helena have only just started going out together. They are not
finding it easy to decide what to do with their evening.

So what shall we do tonight?

Dan: So what do you feel like doing tonight? Any ideas?

Helena: Well, I'd quite like to see a film, or, I don’t know, see if
there’s any good bands around, if you’re into bands.

Dan: Yes, that'sanidea............ music do you like, then?

Helena: Oh, all sorts, really, you know, a lot of pop and I quite
like bluesand jazzand ....................

Dan: Oh, really? I'm more into dance music myself, so maybe
Helena: Well,............. , we could always go and see a film.

I like really scary things.
Dan: What? You mean like Halloween? :
Helena: Yes, that kind of thing, and Ialso............... action .

movies, you know, car chases, guns, bombs, anything
that's fast and exciting.
Dan: OR, right. To be honest with you, 'm notreally ........

.............. violent films.

Helena: You’'re kidding! And I thought this was going to be the
perfect relationship!

Dan: ........... ! But it doesn’t sound like we've got all that

much in common, really, does it?
Helena: Oh come on, there must be something we can do!
Dan: Let me think. Well, I supposewe ............... go
clubbing.
Helena: What? Somewhere like Paradox?
Dan: Is that the new place that's just opened?

Helena: Yes, just last week. Right,s0........... going clubbing,
then?

Dan: OK. Why not? Do you go much yourself?

Helena: No,............... , actually. A couple of times a year,
I guess.

Dan: Oh, me toonow,butI.......... a lot more when I was

younger — almost every weekend. The thing was,
though, it just got to me after a while, staying out
dancing all night and then having togotowork ... ....
..... in the morning. I'm getting a bit too old for it now.

Helena: Oh, well, that’s that off the menu then! So, what shall we
do then?

Dan: Idon'tknow. ............... get a video, and a curry,
and have a nice quiet evening in in front of the telly?

Helena: Oh, you've got to be joking! We're not in our graves yet.
I'mean, that's the kind of thing my parents are probably
doing.........!Look, it's not what I'd normally do on
a Monday night, but let’s give clubbing a go! It might be
a laugh.




Task 1.

 Make sure you understand the following structures and collocations. 

1. to feel like doing smth

2. to be into smth
     (“ …if you are into bands…”)

3. would rather

     ( “Well, if you’d rather, we could go and see that film.”)

4. to be keen on…

     (“I’m not that keen on violent films.”)

5. to kid 
     (“You’re kidding!”)

6. “Oh, come on…”

7. a bit too + adjective
     “I’m getting a bit too old for it…”

8. …off the menu

9. to give smth a go

     “Let’s give clubbing a go!”
     also: to have a go

Now match these collocations with their meanings:
a. to joke

b. to have a wish for smth

c. more than enough

d. to be interested in smth

e. “if you prefer…”

f. not to be considered 

g. to be fond of smth

h. “what you’ve said is not right”

i. to make an attempt to do smth

Task 2. 

Use the collocations from Task 1 in your own sentences. Here are some ideas for you:

-listening for classical music;               -going to art exhibitions;
- playing an instrument;                       - playing computer games;
- going to see bands;                             -cooking;
-watching videos;                                  -playing a sport
-working out at a gym; 
Task 3.

Listen to the dialogue and decide which statement is most accurate:

1. They have nothing in common.

2. They have lots in common.

3. They have less in common than they think!

Task 4.

Listen to the dialogue again  and  fill in the gaps in the conversation.
Task 5.  TALKING POINT
Answer the following questions making good use of the collocations from Task 1:

1.  Do you and your friends ever have problems trying to decide what to do in the evenings?

2.  At what age are you too old to go clubbing? 

3.  Do you have much in common with the rest of your family? What interests do you share?

4.  Do you think men and women tend to be interested in different kinds of things?

Task 6. Not really keen
Really is often used to soften one’s negative opinion:

 I really love classical music and opera.


-Oh, do you? I’m not really very keen on it myself.

(-It’s not really my kind of thing, I’m afraid.);


(-I don’t really like things like that.).
a.  Match the following two-line conversations. 
1. I love nearly all winter sports.

2. Going out with a crowd of friends and having fun, that’s what I really like doing.

3. I’m really interested in politics.

4. I’m really into older music, you know, before 1967.

5. My favourite kind of things are comics and cartoons.

6. I’m really into roller-blading. It’s a bit like roller-skating.

a. Oh, it’s not really my kind of thing, I’m afraid. I don’t really understand what makes all the parties different. They all seem the same to me.

b. Really? I’m not really very keen on them, myself. I once broke my leg skiing and it put me off – for life!

c. Are you? It’s not really me kind of thing. I’m always worried I might get hurt.

d. I don’t really like things like that myself.

e. I don’t see the point of them. I prefer a good novel – the longer the better!

f. Are you? I’m not really that keen on anything before 1980.

g. Do you? It’s not really my kind of thing, I’m afraid. I prefer to go out with just one or maybe two people. I hate crowds.
b.  Practice the dialogues  in pairs.
Task 7.  Agreeing

I really love classical music.


-So do I. Who’s your favourite composer?


-Me too! Especially Mozart.
or:
I don’t really like classical music.


-Neither do I. or Me neither.
Agree with the following using the model:
a. I prefer coffee without milk.

b. I don’t like things that are too sweet.

c. I’m going to stay in tonight and do nothing.

d. I’ve just booked my summer holiday.

e. I never go abroad.

f. I’d love to meet someone really famous.

g. I was born in Australia. 

h. I can’t stand sea water.

Task 8. Used to
Complete these sentences with usually, used to or use to:

1. I …………take the bus to work. It’s cheap and there’s a stop just outside my house.
2. I’m sure I’ve seen you somewhere before. Did you ……….. work in Marks and Spencer’s?

3. When I was at school, we always …… try to leave school early on Friday afternoons.

4. I didn’t ….. like olives but I just love them now. I can’t eat enough of them.

5. When I was in my teens, I …… stay out really late listening to music with my friends.

6. What do you …….do on Saturday afternoons?

7. Did your parents ………ask you silly questions about where you’d been and who you’d been with?

8. When I was a student, I……..live in a huge house with about twelve other students.

Task 9.  Go / play / do
Complete these sentences with the correct form of go, play or do.

1. Do you …….. swimming much?

2. Do you ……..chess?

3. Do you ……..out much?

4. A friend of mine………karate.

5. A friend of mine ………a lot of windsurfing.

6. A friend of mine ………dancing every Friday night.

7. I’m ………an evening class on life drawing.

8. I …… squash once a week.

9. I ……..skiing as often as I can.

10. I……..a bit of weight-training.

Task 10. Prepositions
a)  Complete the sentences below with the prepositions:
about                     at (2)                        in                      on                         with                             

1. I quite like cycling, but I’m not very keen …………………doing for more than an hour without a stop.

2. I used to be interested  ……………….. castles and things like that when I was young, but as I got older I lost interest.

3. I’m really bad …………..maths. I’m hopeless at it.

4. My sister is mad………..a certain football player! She supports Manchester United.

5. I used my new skis last weekend. They’re great. I’m really pleased …….them.

6. I like watching sport, especially rugby, but I’m not very good ……playing anything.

b)  Complete the sentences below with the following expressions:
annoyed with             famous for                 good with                     impressed by

1. Kay is really …………children. She’s the ideal primary school teacher.

2. I’m ……… Keith. He was late and he didn’t bring the papers he said he would. He ruined the whole meeting.

3. When I actually met the Prince, I was very……… him and how relaxed he was.

4. Is it the Welsh who are …….. their singing?

Task 11. Making it sound natural
Imagine you are talking to your friend trying to plan your evening. 
Produce a dialogue similar to the basic one. Try to make it sound natural.
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Context: It’s Friday evening. Ken and Steve have both just finished work for the
day, and are about to go home.

Thank goodness it’s Friday!

Steve: Thank goodness it's Friday! This week's been dragging on
forever.

Ken:  Tell me about it! So what are you up to this weekend?

Steve: Oh, nothing special, really. This evening, 'm...........
...... for dinner with my parents.

Ken:  Oh, that should be nice. =~

Steve: Yes, we're going to this little French place near where I
live. The food’s great there, and then tomorrow I've got to
get up really early — at least for me! - and do some
cooking, because I've....somepeople........... in the
afternoon. And I'll have to give the place a really good
clean as well. And, 'm not sure, but Ithink ............
be going out after that - to see a film or something. We
haven’t really planned anything, What about yourself?

Ken:  Well, tonight’'m................. going out with some
people from my old job, but I don’t really feel like it
any more. I'm feeling really tired.

Steve: Soyou'rejustgoingto............ , then?

Ken:  Yes, because tomorrow night I've got a big night. I'm

: going to my friends Pete and Rachel’s party. It'son a

boat.

Steve: Oh, thatsoundsgreat. .................... ?

Ken:  Down by the river. You know, in the docks.

Steve: Oh yes, IT’kinow where you mean. I went to a party there

myself .................... .
Ken:  Right. Is it OK down there?
Steve: Yes, it's great, butit's.............. big. There’s not that

much room on the boat.

Ken:  Mm, sounds cosy!

Steve: Oh, yes, you can get really close to people! Lots of sweaty
bodies!

Ken: Idon‘tthinkit's.............. that sort of party!

Steve: Well, you never know. If you're lucky it might become
one! — No, I'm only joking, it's actually a great place for

a party.

Ken: Good.I'mreally................... to it. But then on
Sunday, unfortunately, I've got to do some things for
work.

" Steve: No rest for the wicked! Well, listen, I..... give you a ring
on Sunday, then, just to hear all about your quiet night out
down on the river!




Real English:  

a) Tell me about it!
You say this to people when they tell you something negative and you want to sympathize, because you have had a similar experience.

For example:


I’ve had so many bills to pay this week. I can’t believe how much it costs to have my own

flat!  

>Tell me about it!
b)  a friend’s (Peter’s)
This is how to talk about a friend’s / smb’s/ house or flat.

For example: 


We are meeting at Steve’s before going round to Stewart and Jane’s.
Task 1. 

Make sure you understand the following collocations:

1. to drag on (forever)

2. to be up to…(“What are you up to?”)

3. to come over

4. to give a really good clean

5. whereabouts (Sing/Pl)

6. down (the river)

7. to be looking forward to smth (doing smth)

8. to give smb a ring

Now match these words with their meanings:

a. to clean smth

b. to expect smth with pleasure

c. the place where the thing is.

d. to have some plans

e. to continue for an unreasonable length of time

f. at a distance from the speaker; in the direction away from the speaker

g. to telephone smb

h. to make a short informal visit

Task 2.
 Fill in the gaps using the collocations from Task 1.

1. On Sunday my friends ……  …. And we had a nice time!

2. The meeting ……  ….for  hours.

3. -We are going to a party tomorrow night. Are you coming with us? 

……. me……. in any case.

4. I’ve heard you discussing the forthcoming holiday with Nick. Are you ….  ... anything?

5. Thank you for inviting me to you birthday party. I’m …..  …… to it!

6. She said goodbye and went ……. the street.

7. The escaped prisoner’s …….. is still unknown.

8. It’s so dusty inside your car! It should be …….

Task 3. 

Listen to the dialogue and answer these questions:

1. Which films they are talking about?

2. What do they think of them?

Task 4. 

Listen to the dialogue again and fill in the gaps in the conversation.
Task 5. TALKING POINT
Answer the questions making good use of the collocation from Task 1.
1. Who do you think is going to have a better weekend – Steve or Ken?

2. Do you ever get that Friday afternoon feeling or that Monday morning feeling?

3. How often do you go out for dinner with your parents? What kind of places do you go?

4. Are you usually too tired on  Friday to go out in the evening?

Task 6.  A meeting;  an appointment;  a date
What is the difference between these words?
Make complete sentences with the following:
1. I’ve got an appointment………    a) my boss at four, which should last until 6 or so
2. I’ve got a blind date with………   b) some friends of mine later for a drink.

3. I’ve got a meeting with……….     c) at the dentist’s at 5. I’m dreading it.

4. I’m meeting up with……….         d) this friend of a friend
Task 7.  meeting; appointment; date - collocations:
Which of the words do these groups of verbs collocate with?
(choose among meeting, appointment or date)

1.  arrange, change, confirm. decide  on, make, set, fix a(n)…………

2.  miss, cancel, fail to turn up for, break, keep, make a(n)………..

3.  arrange, miss, have, attend, open, close, take part in, cancel a(n)…..

Which of the words do these groups of adjectives collocate with?
1.  emergency, routine, regular, dentist’s hospital……….

2.  successful, annual, fruitful, hostile, noisy, committee, board…..

3.  (in)convenient, definite, provisional, final, blind, agreed…….

Now complete these sentences with meeting, appointment or date.

1. That was a very successful ……..

2. Let’s make a provisional…….for next Monday and if it’s not convenient, you can phone me, OK?

3. Mary’s up at the hospital, but don’t worry, it’s just a routine……

4. I’d like to open the ……… by welcoming you all here today.

5. I’m afraid I need to change the….. again for your visit to Head Office. Sorry.

6. So that’s Monday 4th November. I’ll conform that …….. in writing next week.

7. The …….. was a disaster. It was hostile from the start and then it got quite noisy as people started shouting.

8. I’m phoning to cancel my ……. With Dr Kemp. I’m afraid my car won’t start.

Task 8.
Describe your last date, meeting or appointment. Make use of the collocations from Task 1.
Task 9. Talking about things in the future
1. I’ve got somebody coming round.


I’ve got some friends arriving from Spain tomorrow.

2. I’ve got to do something.


I’ve got to get up really early tomorrow to take my father to the airport.

3. I’m supposed to be doing something, but….


I’m supposed to be playing football on Saturday, but I’ve got a bit of a cold.
4. I might be doing something.


I might be going to the coast for the weekend, but I haven’t decided for sure yet.
5.   I am about to do something.

We are just about to have  tea. Do you want to join us?

 Use one of the above patterns to tell someone that:

1. A friend has arranged to come to your flat to help you with some homework on Sunday.

2. You’ve thought about going to the cinema, but you are not sure yet.

3. There’s a possibility your friend, Steve, is having a party tomorrow night.

4. You have to do a lot of work this weekend because the deadline for your essay is Monday, and you haven’t even started yet.

5. Your flat is really untidy. You know you must clean it this weekend.

6. You’ve arranged to go shopping with a friend on Saturday, but you’ll stay at home.

Task 10.   Myself 

In the conversation Steve said: ”I went to a party there myself.” 
a)  Match the sentences 1-6 to the responses a-f:

1. Have you seen the new VW? I love it. 

2. We went to that new café-bar in town last night. 

3. Sorry, but I don’t think I’m going to have time to help you with your homework.

4. Golf’s great. It’s really fun, really relaxing.

5. Have you ever tried windsurfing?

6. Do you want to come down to the beach after class? We’re all going.

a. No. A lot of my friends have, but I’ve never actually done it myself.

b. Don’t worry. I’m sure I can do it myself.

c. No thanks. I’m not a beach person myself.

d. Right. I don’t play myself, so I wouldn’t know.

e. Really? I must go there myself some time, then.

f. Do you? I don’t really like it myself.

b) Work in pairs. Make short dialogues as in the previous exercise; use other pronouns of this kind: yourself, himself, herself, ourselves, themselves.

Task 11.  Making it sound natural
Imagine you are talking to a friend of yours discussing your plans for next weekend. 

Produce a dialogue similar to the basic one. Try to make it sound natural.
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Context. Rose and Lucy are having breakfast in the kitchen of the flat they share.
They are talking about what they did last night.

The Worst Disco in Town!

Lucy: Hey, Rose, there’s a letter for you.

Rose: Thanks. You must’ve got in late last night. I didn’t even
hearyoucomein—and.............. after one.

Lucy: 1did, actually, yes. I went and met some old friends
from college that I hadn’t seen for ages.

Rose: Oh,............? That must've been nice. :

Lucy: Yes, we had a drink and a chat and caught up with all
the gossip. You know what it’s like.

Rose:  Uh-huh.
Lucy: Thenwehad.............. and then another drink and
_ thenwe........... going on to this awful disco in town.
Rose:  Oh, did you? Which one? Not ‘Stardust’! No, surely not
‘Stardust’?

Lucy: I'm afraid it was, actually — and it was really terrible, just
full of kids and the musicwassoloud.................
.............. . It was like being back at school all over
again. Kids of 14 acting as if they were 18!

Rose: I could’ve told you that!

Lucy: This boy came up to me ~ you know, bottle of beer in his
hand, acting all macho, and asked me to dance! I bet he

hadn't even started shaving!
Rose: -~ And did you?
Lucy: What?Dancemthhlm7.............!ThenItoIdhlmI
: was 35!

Rose:  You're so cruel.

Lucy: Well, Ijust figured it was better he foundout...........
................. that I was old enough to be his mum!

Rose: I thought you were supposed to be there talking to old
friends.

Lucy: I was, but there was so much noise, you couldn’t really
have a proper conversation. And then to top it all, I missed
the last train home and had togetacaband ............

............. three!

Rose:  Didn’t you? You must be feeling exhausted this morning,
then.

Lucy: Yeah, I could do with another hour or two in bed, that’s
forsure. ....... , what about you? How was your night?

Rose:  Oh, it was OK. I just did a bit of shopping on my way
home, cooked myself some ramen noodles.

Lucy: Cooked yourself................ ?
Rose: Ramen noodles, you know, just Japanese noodles.
Lucy: Oh, OK.

Rose:  They’'re really quick and easy, and then I just did a bit of
tidying-up, you know, nothing amazing or anything, read
for a bit, watched .......... ~ some film ~ you know the
kind of thing that’s on late on Channel 4. Actually, I was
so tired, 1 fell asleep in the middle of it!

Lucy: Oh, don’t! You're making me feel even more exhausted!




Real English:

1.  I bet he hadn’t even started shaving.

It’s very common for friends to make comments to each other starting I bet… . For example:

 I bet John is going to ask Angie to the party!
2. get a cab

This is correct spoken English for a taxi. For example:

You get a cab. I’ll walk.
Task 1. 
Make sure you understand the following collocations:
1. to catch up with all the gossip

2. to end up doing smth

3. “I bet he hadn’t even started shaving.”

4. “I figured it was better ….”

5. to top it all…


or: on the top of it all...

6. “I could do with another hour in bed.“


(usually: could + do with)

7. to be exhausted

Now match these collocations with their meanings:

a) to consider, believe

b) to need or want smth

c) to be tired out (worn out)

d) in addition to…

e) be in the end in the stated condition

f) to say confidently what will happen; to predict

g) to learn all the latest news

Task 2. 
 Replace the underlined collocations with those from Task 1:
1. I’m sure his car will break down.

2. I decided to stay for some time because I thought you would need my help.

3. It was such a dreadful night – she was really tired and, moreover, it turned out that she had lost her wallet.  

4. I’ve been working hard since morning, so I feel like having a cup of coffee now.

5. We didn’t take him seriously at first, but in the end we hung on his every word.

      6.   He has been ill for almost the whole semester. He needs some time now to cover all the

            material.

Task 3. 

Listen to the dialogue and answer the following questions:

1. That did Rose and Lucy do after work?

2. What time did they go to bed?

Task 4.
 Listen to the dialogue again and fill in the gaps in the conversation.

Task 5. TALKING POINT
Answer the following questions; use  the collocations from Task , where possible:

1. What’s the worst club, disco or party you’ve ever been to? What made it so bad?

2. How often do you eat foreign food? What’s your favourite?

3.  Do you ever feel you watch a bit too mush TV and that you should go out a bit instead?

Task 6. Responding

1. Auxiliary question + follow-up question

I  met our old English teacher on the train last night.

> Oh, did you? How is she?

2. Auxiliary question + follow-up comment
Hey – great news! I’ve just passed my driving test!

> Oh, have you? Congratulations. You must be really pleased.

Add the correct auxiliary questions to each sentence in point A, using the models above.  Then add one of the questions or comments from List B.

A. 1. I’m a pretty good cook, believe it or not.

     2. I’ve just come back from Paris.

     3. I had a fight with my boyfriend yesterday.

     4. I was thinking of going to the circus this weekend.

     5. I think I’m getting the flu.

     6. I usually play football on Saturdays.

     7. Eventually, I’d like to end up living overseas.

     8. I’m going to see Marco tonight.

B. 1. Who do you play for?

     2. How was it?

     3. Say “Hello” from me.

     4. Have you sorted everything out yet?

     5. Keep away from me, then.

     6. Where’s it on?

     7. So when you are going to invite me round for dinner, then?

     8. Anywhere particular in mind?
Task 7. Sleep and dream
a) Match the expressions 1-3 to the expressions with the opposite meaning a-c.

1. I’m a light sleeper.                                a. I didn’t sleep a wink.

2. I’m half asleep.                                      b. I’m a heavy sleeper. 
3. I slept like a dog.                                   c. I’m wide awake.

b) Complete the short dialogues below with the expressions in the box.

	It was an absolute nightmare                    It went like a dream

It’s like a dream come true                       Let’s sleep on it




1. A: I hear your exam went very well.

    B: Yes, ……………. .

2. A: Was your journey as awful as mine?

    B: You are not joking. ………………. .

3. A: I hear you’ve won the trip to South Africa!

    B: Yes, …………………….. .

4. A: So, are we going to make the decision today or not?

    B: …………………….. and see what it feels like tomorrow morning. 

Task 8.  I bet + auxiliary

Complete the common expressions in these short dialogues with the correct auxiliaries:

1.   A: I had a brilliant weekend in Copenhagen.

      B: I bet you ………..! I wish I’d gone myself.

2.   A: I’m really annoyed about that ticket.

      B: I bet you …….! You must be furious!

3.   A: I’ve got a dreadful hangover this morning.

      B: I bet you ………..! You wouldn’t stop when I told you you’d had too much!

4.   A: I’ll be so pleased when this course is over!

      B: I bet you ………..! Then you can take it easy for a bit.

5.   A: It was so hot on the beach.

      B: I bet it ………..! I bet it was crowded too, wasn’t it?

6.   A: I really hate commuting every day.

      B: I bet you ………..! I would, too. It must be a real pain in the neck.

Task 9.  So / Such 

a) Make phrases with so or such:
1. ……. a good time                        8. …     disappointing

2. ……. a lot of noise                      9. …     few people

3. ……. a pity                                10. …     fun

4. ……..a shock                             11. …...  funny

5. ……..a windy day                      12. …..   .interesting

6. ……..bad luck                            13. …...  many people

7. ……..cheap                                 14. …..  .much money

b) Complete these sentences with one of the expressions above.

1.   It was …………………….. that it was actually impossible to put the tent up.

2.   Everything was ……………….that we bought as much as we could carry.

3.   She’s got ………………! She doesn’t think twice about buying new clothes or jewelry. 

4.   It was ……………………to see my brother standing there. I thought he was still in Japan.

5.   I went to one of those open air rock concerts for the first time last week. It was mad. There 

      were ……………….. and …………….. that I was actually a bit frightened at first.

Task 10. Making it sound natural.

Imagine you are talking to your classmate on Monday. You are telling each other how you  spent  your weekend . Produce a dialogue similar to the basic one. Try to make it sound natural.
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Context: Sharon and Barry are friends who lie in the same area. They’ve bumped into each
other in the street, and are catching up with each other’s news.

Long time, no see!

Sharon: Barry! Hi, how are you? I haven’t seen you for ages.
Barry:  Hello Sharon. Long time, no see.

Sharon: Iknow. So how're you doing?

Barry: I'm all right, thanks. And you?

Sharon: Yeah, not too bad. So, what've e you been up to since I last

saw you?

Barry: Notalot—working mostly—.......... ceeeaens really
long hours this week, getting really fed up with it, you
know.

Sharon: Really?
Barry: Yeah, but I went down to Kent last weekend, for my

grandma’s birthday party.
Sharon: Oh, how old was she?
Barry: 85. It was really great. We ......... this lovely meal and
- thenwe......... a walk along the beach. It was good to
get out of the city.
Sharon: Ibet.I................. have a weekend away myself.

Barry: Iknow. You get to the point where you really need it,
don't you? If you don’t get out of London from time to
time, it starts driving you crazy, you know. ........... "

whataboutyou? ....................... ?

Sharon: Well, on Sunday morningI............. - that exhibition
at the Royal Academy.

Barry: Oh yes, the one there’sbeen............. about — dead

sheep and pictures of toilet rolls and things.

Sharon: Yeah, my friend Angela — she’s at art school — she kept
nagging me to go and see it, so I went.

Barry: And what did you thinkof it? ................ ?

Sharon: Oh,I......... thought it was excellent, really good and
challenging. There’s only one thing that made you go
‘yuk! - the dead sheep. I think it’s meant to shock you,
though. Anyway, after that, I............... and saw a
friend of mine, Richard, for a bit and then we went up to
Camden market to do a bit of shopping.

Barry: Oh yeah, it's nice up there on a Sunday, isn't it?

Sharon: Yeah, it's great. AndthenI.................o000l, at
my mum'’s, which was nice.

Barry:  Oh, that sounds good.

Sharon: Yeah, and apart fromthat,................. things for
college, really.
" Barry: Uh-hubh, still being a good student, then. Oh look, there’s
mybusintotown. ................. . I'll see you soon,
-then. Bye.

Sharon: Yeah, OK, bye.





Real English: 

a) Long time, no see! (informal) = I haven’t seen you for a long time!

Compare: I haven’t seen you for ages!
b) I actually thought it was excellent.

Actually – in actual fact, really
Task 1. 
Make sure you understand the following collocations:

1. to bump into smb
2. to get fed up with smth

3. to mean to do smth (“I keep meaning to have a weekend…”)

4. to get to the point (when…)

5. …”there’s been all that fuss about it.”

6. to nag smb to do smth

(~ into doing smth)

7. to be good and challenging
8. to go “yuk” 
also: yuck

9. to pop round

10. to be off
Now match these collocations with their meanings:

a. an unnecessary, useless expression of excitement 

b. to reach a particular state

c. to persuade smb by continuous complaining

d. to feel extreme dislike

e. to turn round suddenly, quickly

f. to meet smb by chance

g. to have too much of smth

h. to intend to do smth

i. to start a journey, to set out
j. difficult in a way that tests your ability or determination
Task 2.
Replace the underlined words with the collocations from Task 1:
1. Although Jack was really tired on Friday night, his kids finally talked him into going to the movies.

2. He has to be back by 5 o’clock. He’d better leave now.

3. I only like to study something if it is really difficult, really stimulating.

4. He is just a second rate actor. Why is there so much excitement about him?

5. -Has Bob left? – Not yet. He had planned to go yesterday, but he couldn’t get any tickets, so he had to stay for some time.

6. Shelly got tired of studying French literature at school, so she doesn’t feel like going on with it at University. 

7. It was so hot and stifling in the bus, that in the end he felt so bad, that he had to get off. 

8. –This dish in the café was awful! It was so greasy and, besides, it was lukewarm.


-Disgusting!
9.    He ran across his old college friend and spent a whole night recollecting the good old

         days.

Task 3. 
Listen to the dialogue and  answer these questions:
1. What’s Barry been up to?

2. What’s Sharon been up to?

Task 4. 
Listen to the dialogue again and fill in the gaps in the conversation.

Task 5. TALKING POINT
Answer the questions making good use of the collocations from Task 1. 
1. Has there been an exhibition or concert that caused a big fuss in your city? Why was it such an event?
2. What makes you go Yuk?
3. Speak about:  a)somewhere unusual you’ve been to


b) some unusual food you’ve eaten



c) a great film you’ve seen recently. 

Task 6.  Collocations with Point

Complete these sentences with the correct verb:
             get               see              make
1. Do you think you could ……. to the point, please?

2. Please, ……. a point of being early.

3. I just don’t ….. the point of complaining.

4. If you don’t ….. your point strongly, people will just ignore what you’re trying to say.

Now add the following adjectives:


high  
turning
         strong
     sore

5. The real ……. point in my life was when I was told ten years ago that I only had three months to live.

6. One of Mary’s …… points is the fact that she never gets annoyed with anyone.

7. Don’t talk to Bill about his divorce. It’s a very …… point with him.

8. I think the …..point of my trip to Africa was standing at the Victoria Falls.

Now add these common expressions:


On the point of
there’s no point doing smth
9. Jane’s working in Greece for a month, so …………. trying to ring her. 

10. I was ………….. leaving when the phone rang.

What are the strong and weak points of your English – grammar?  pronunciation? vocabulary?

Task 7. Short negative answers
Look at the model:

What have you been up to since I last saw you?
-Not a lot.
a) The six questions below can be answered in two different ways. Match the questions (1-6) with    the sets of appropriate answers (A-C):

1. So have you seen much of Derek recently?                       A.
Not to bad as a matter of fact.

2. So what was the play like?                                                         Not that good, actually.

3. So you’re spending all Saturday working, then?               B.
Not if I can help it.

4. So what’ve you been up to?                                                        Not likely!

5. How was your grandmother, then?                                    C. 
Not a lot, really.

6. So you do the housework, do you?                                           
Not that much, really.

b) Make questions for the following answers:
1………………………………..?

Not a lot. I’ve just been working.

2. ………………………………?

Not that good, actually. It was quite boring.

3………………………………...?

Not too bad, actually, but I’ve still got a bit of a cold.

4. ………………………………..?

No,  not  all that often.  They live a bit too far away.

Task 8.  Giving extra information

To give extra information, use the following structures:


I went to a friend’s wedding last week, which was really nice.


There was a power cut on Saturday, which meant I couldn’t use my computer.

Think of comments for the following:

1. It was pouring with rain on Sunday, which meant …… .

2. I went to visit a whisky distillery, which was ….. .

3. Jill and Kevin came over for a meal, which was …... .

4. I went to see Carmen at the opera last night, which was …. .

5. I missed the train this morning, which meant ….. .

6. I failed my exam, which meant ….. .

Task 9.   Ending Conversation

When Barry wanted to finish the conversation he said: “I’d best be off”.

Make expressions for ending conversations by putting the words in the right order.

1. Well, / must / really / I / going / be


Well, ………………. .

2. Well, /nice / it / talking / was / to / you


Well, ………………. .

3. Right, / better / I’d / going / be


Right, ………………. .

4. Right, / time / I / was / it’s / going / 


Right, ………………. .

5. Well, / nice / you / to / see / it’s / again


Well, ………………. .

Task 10. Making it sound natural.

Imagine you’ve met a friend of yours and you are speaking of what you both have been up to recently. Produce a dialogue similar to the basic one. Make it sound natural.
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Context: Paul and Mike are two friends chatting over a coffee. They are talking
about the films they have seen recently.

Not exactly Shakespeare!

Paul: Guess what I went and saw last night — Titanic ~ it’s on
again this week at the Duke of York’s.

Mick: Oh, yeah. I saw that when it first came out. What did
you think of it? ................... ?

Paul: Oh, it was great. I really enjoyed it. I thought the special
effects were amazing, and the acting was brilliant. It's
one of those films where, you know, when I first heard
about how much money they’d spentonit,...........
................ , but it was really great. It was a bit
like one of those old disaster movies, you know, like
Towering Inferno or Earthquake, .. ...........

Mick:  Really? I'm surprised. I thought the acting was a bit
wooden myself, and the dialogue was just awful. ......
e vou actually thought it was worth the money

they'd spentonit. Imean,..................... the
whole thing just a little bit over the top?
Paul: Ohno. ................ . I thought it was brilliant.
Mick: But the acting was horrendous!
Paul: Well, T knowit's............. Shakespeare, but it’s not

meant to be, is it? I'll tell you something weird though,
there.was this guy sitting next to us who snored all the
way through the film!

Mick: Really? That............. really annoying. How could
anybody actually sleep through all that noise!

Paul: I don't know - just dead tired, I suppose.

Mick: Yeah, I guess so, but really though, . ............... it
was all just a bit too sentimental?
Paul: ... ... ool , but I honestly d1dn t. I really

thought it was all done just right. It was so romantic.
Mick: Oh well, each to his own. Have you seen Bomb Alert 2
vet?
Paul: No, I haven't even heard of it. ................. ?
Mick:  Um, Jean-Paul van Klam, he’s great in it and, um, that
woman from Kamikaze, you know who I mean.

Remember? She was Turtle-womantoo,............ I
must........ she wasn't very good in that.

Paul: Oh, her. So what'sitlike? ... ......... ?

Mick: Yeah, it’s great - if you like blood all over the place and
that sort of thing.

Paul: Oh, it doesn’t really sound like . ............. , actually.

I think I'll give it a miss.




Real English: 

“It’s not exactly Shakespeare.” – a mildly sarcastic remark, typical in informal conversation.  

He is not exactly Superman, is he?

Task 1.

Make sure you understand the following collocations:

1. to be on (“It’s on again.”)

2. to come out

3. to be wooden 

     (about the acting)

4. to be over the top 


(or: OTT)

5. to be horrendous

6. to be meant (“…but it’s not meant to be, is it?”)

7. a guy

8. all the way

9. “Who’s in it?”
10. “…and that sort of thing.”

11. “…it doesn’t really sound like my sort of thing…”

12. to give smth a miss

Now match these collocations with their meanings:

a. to appear

b. to be awful

c. all the time

d. to be unnatural

e. who is playing?

f. a man (informal)

g. and so on

h. to avoid doing smth 

i. to be not supposed to be

j. to be shown

k. something that one really likes

l. extreme, exaggerated
Task 2.
Replace the underlined words with the collocations from Task 1:
1. I thought 10 Rolls Royces at the wedding was a bit too much.

2. When will her new book appear?

3. I usually go swimming on Friday, but today I have a toothache, so I’m not going.

4. This new film is playing tonight. Let’s go and see it.

5. You are supposed to take your shoes off when you enter a Hindu temple.

6. I got on the train and this man beside me chattered nonstop during the trip.

7. Her little sister is crazy about biscuits, muffins and the like.

8. –Did you like the new play? Who played in it? – Not at all!  The text was really terrible, and the acting was rather poor. 

9. Jazz is not really my cup of tea.

Task 3.
Listen to the dialogue and answer these questions:
1. Which films are they talking about?

2. What do they think of them?

Task 4.
 Listen to the dialogue again and fill in the gaps in the conversation.

Task 5. TALKING POINT
Answer these questions making good use of the collocations from Task 1.

1.   Which film would you rather go to- a melodrama or an action movie?

2.   What’s the most over the top film you’ve ever seen?

3.   Tell the class about a film you have seen, but didn’t like very much, criticize it. Use the     model: 





violent





slow





predictable

   
It was a bit too            far-fetched

for my taste.





sentimental





romantic





clever

Task 6. Negative questions:

Negative questions can express an indirect opinion or surprise.


Don’t you like cheese? ( I’m surprised)


Didn’t you think it was a bit too sentimental?

 Complete the short dialogues below with the negative questions from the list:

Haven’t you heard?          Don’t you like it?


Didn’t you get it?              Aren’t you coming?

1. A: Have a good time at Tim’s barbeque.

    B:  ……………………? I thought we were all going.

    A: No, I’m already doing something.

2. A: I’m still waiting for that fax I asked you for.

    B: ……………………...? I sent it as soon as I put down the phone yesterday.

3. A: I haven’t seen Mark for ages. Is he OK?

    B: ……………………..? He is got a job in Canada.

4. A: Your tie’s a bit bright. Is it new?

    B: ………………………? It was a birthday present.

The verbs find and think often follow such questions.

Complete the following with negative questions, using the verbs find and think.

1. I really like watching films with subtitles.


- Really? …….. them hard to read?

      2.   I thought that last scene was a bit slow.


- Yes, it was a bit, but…………………it was really romantic?

      3.   I really liked that Italian actress.

            - Did you? …………….she over-acted a bit?

      4.   Titanic won loads of Oscars, didn’t it?

            - I know. ………………..it’s a bit over-rated?

      5.   It was rubbish, but at least it was funny rubbish!

            - Do you think so?  …………………….it was just silly?

Task 7.  Though

I’ll tell you something weird though…

Though follows a comment which contrasts with what has just been said. It is very common at the end of a sentence in spoken English.

Match statements 1-8 to the comments a-h.
1. I think India is the best place I’ve visited.          a. I couldn’t do it myself, though.
2. I always buy two Sunday newspapers.               b. I couldn’t live there, though.

3. Bungee jumping looks amazing, doesn’t it?       c. I do believe in God, though.
4. I don’t go to church.                                            d. I don’t always read them, though.

5. I love decorating.                                                 e. I’m glad I’ve seen it, though.

6. I’m a vegetarian.                                                  f. I don’t get much chance to do it, though.

7. I don’t do any sport.                                            g. I do eat fish, though.

8. It’s not the best film I’ve ever seen.                    h. I think I’m quite fit, though.

Task 8. Expressions with “way”

Complete the sentences below with the following expressions:
by the way                                      no way

change his ways                            out of your way

either way                                      the other way round

1. A: So, we’ll go to the beach in the morning and play tennis in the afternoon.
    B: I’d prefer it ………………………myself.  
2. A: So, what do you want to do – have lunch here or shall we find somewhere else?

    B:  I don’t mind ………………… . You decide.

3. A: Right. I’m off. See you tomorrow.

    B: OK. Oh, …………………….. are you still coming to lunch on Sunday?

4. A: Shall we meet at about four? Is that OK?

    B: There’s ……………….. I’ll be ready by four.

5. A: My Dad pays cash for everything. I’ve tried to persuade him to use a credit card, but he 

        says he’s too old to …………………………… .

6. A: You don’t need to get a taxi. I’ll give you a lift.

    B:  Well, OK, if it’s not …………………………. .
Task 9. Making it sound natural.

Imagine you are discussing with your friend a film that you liked / didn’t like very much.

Produce a dialogue similar to the basic one. Make it sound natural.
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Context: Chris and Claire are having coffee in a town center café.

More sleeping policemen!

Chiris:

Claire:

Chris:

Claire:

Chris:

Claire:

Chris:

Claire:

Chris:

Claire:

Chris:

Claire:

Chris:

Claire:

Chris:

Claire:

Did you hear about that kid who was knocked down on
Junction Road the other day?

Yes, it was awful, wasn'tit? Still, it's............ .. .. .
is it?

What do you mean?

Well, there are always accidents down there, aren’t there,
......... with the speed cars go at. And, well, basically,
the crossing’s in the wrong place, isn’t it? I don’t know

why they’ve never moved it. Imean, . .............. it
was exactly opposite the shops, wouldn’t it?
Yes, . oo . They could do something

to slow the traffic down, couldn’t they? Maybe they
could put sleeping policemen there or something like
that.

Yeah, mavbe — maybe one every so often would help,
but............. really great is if they had one of those
speed cameras.

Big Brother, you mean!

No, they really make a difference. You should see how
thev've slowed the traffic down where my parents live.

Yeah, . oo . I'm only against them
because I got caught by one last month.
You're kidding!

No. A hundred and fifty pounds it cost me! A fine AND
six penalty points!

Oh, that's terrible!

Yeah, but it was my own silly fault. I mean, I should’ve
known better, but............ to what you were saying
about the crossing, you're right. It would be far safer if

it was closer to the shops, because that's where
everybody crosses, you know. That's where most kids
CTOSS, SO v vevnnnennnnns if it was moved down.

Yes, I think that’s the root of the problem. I mean, it

does seem a funny place for a crossing. And . ..........
......... the other problem with it is the fact that lots of
cars park all round there.

Yes, that does make it difficult to see, I suppose.
Apparently, the car that hit that kid had just driven off
from there.

Oh, really? Had it? Well, you see what I mean, then.




Real English:

a) Big Brother –  here: speed cameras (ironic)
b) Penalty points 
In Britain there’s a system of penalty points. If you get too many, you lose your driving license. 

c) “Yes, that does make it difficult to see…”
The verb do/does is sometimes used in positive statements to strengthen the idea.

For example: I did tell you about it!
d) “…lots of cars park all round there.”

All can be used to give emphasis in expressions. For example:

I was alone.

I was all alone. (totally alone)
Task 1.

Make sure you understand the following collocations:

1. the other day

2. sleeping policeman

3. every so often

4. to make a difference

5. to kid

     “You’re kidding!”

6. to be smb’s fault


“…it was my own silly fault.”

7. to know better

     “…I should have known better…”

8. to be sensible

Now match these collocations with their meanings:

a. sometimes but not often, from time to time

b. to have a noticeable effect

c. to be reasonable

d. a narrow raised part across the road to force traffic to move slowly

e. to be the reason for which someone can be blamed

f. to deceive someone playfully

g. recently

h. to be wise enough not to do something

Task 2. 

Replace the underlined words using the collocations from Task 1.
1. At first I thought he was joking, but it turned out to be true. 

2. -Do you keep in touch with Kevin? How is he?


- I call him every now and then. He is quite alright; busy with his new project.
3.   -You’ve been wasting time! If we miss the train it will be you who are to blame.
4.   It would be reasonable to have a second opinion before taking any further action.

5.   Turn left at the crossroads and slow down. There are two speed bumps one after another.

6.   When you are learning to drive, having a good teacher really means a lot.

7.   - I’m afraid Jill isn’t coming with us, she’s fallen ill.


- Oh, has she? I ran into her a few days ago and she really didn’t look alright.

8.   - Why did you go to the casino again?  Didn’t you know you would leave all your money 
there? You certainly shouldn’t have done this!

Task 3. 

Listen to the dialogue and answer these questions:
1. What traffic problems do Chris and Claire mention?

2. What suggestions for solving these problems do they come up with?

Task 4.
Listen to the dialogue again and fill in the gaps in the conversation.
Task 5. TALKING POINT
Answer the following questions making good use of the collocations from Task 1:

1. Do you drive? Do you use your car in the center of the city?

2. Have you ever been stopped by traffic police? Why?

Task 6. Traffic offences

Complete the sentences below with the words from the list:

drink                                   fine                                   light

seatbealt                             speeding                           ticket

1. I got caught ……………last week. I was doing eighty in a built-up area.

2. I got a parking………….this morning. I admit I shouldn’t have been there, but I was only there for five minutes.

3. A friend of mine went through a red ………..and got a fifty-pound …………..  .

4. Did you know that if you’re caught not wearing a ……….., you get fined automatically?

5. …….. –driving is a serious crime.

Task 7. Emphatic do/does
Make these examples more emphatic by adding do or does once in each sentence.

1. I don’t like swimming, but I like going to the beach just to sunbathe.

2. It’s not the best film I’ve ever seen, but it gets more interesting towards the end.

3. I know you’re annoyed, but I think you’re over-reacting a bit.

4. I don’t mind people being late when they can’t help it, but I mind when people are late and they think it doesn’t matter.

5. Cambridge is a great place to live, but it gets a bit crowded in the summer.

6. The speed that cars go round here worries me. They should do something about it.

Task 8. Expressions with all

a)  In the following sentences put all in the correct place:

1. We had to start over again.

2. It’s sad. He lives by himself and no one visits him as far as I know.

3. And they kept playing loud dance music through the night.

4. There were hundreds of bicycles along the side of the road.

5. His new novel is about wartime Italy.

6. I’m sorry. It’s my fault.

7. When you saw the ghost, were you alone?

b)  Complete the short dialogues below with the fixed expressions from the list:

all being well



all of a sudden


all in all



all over the place

1.  A:   So, what happened next?

     B:    Well, ………., there was this sort of flash and smoke started pouring out of the 

       engine – the car was on fire.

2.  A:    Welcome back. Did you have a good holiday?


B:    The  weather was a bit disappointing, but ……….., we had a good time, thanks.

3.
A:    Is your son’s bedroom a mess as well?


B:    Terrible. There’s clothes, magazines, coffee cups and CDs …….. .

4.
A:    What time are you planning to arrive?


B:    …………….. , about six o’clock. It depends what time I can get from work.

Task 9. Compound adjectives
a)  Make compound adjectives by matching the words 1-8 to the words a-h:
1.  a ten-year



a.  holiday

2.  a two-week



b.  engine

3.  a two-litre 



c.  fine

4.  a seven-day-a-week


d.  boy

5.  an eight-hour



e.  limit

6.  a three-year-old


f.   job

7.  a thirty-mile-an-hour


g.  jail sentence

8.  a ₤200




h.  day

b)  Complete these sentences with the compound adjectives you formed:

1. We’re just back from …………..in Thailand.

2. I work ……………… , Monday to Friday.

3. We’ve got ……… and another child on the way.

4. He got ……….. for the murder and two years for the burglary.

5. Don’t you think you should slow down a bit? After all, there’s ……..in town!

6. It’s an average-sized car, with ………..., but it’s pretty economical.

7. I only got ……….. and a warning to be more careful in future.

8. Looking after children is …………. , twenty-four-hour-a day ………… !
Task 10. Making it sound natural
Ponder on the situation with traffic in your city. Suggest a possible way of solving these problems. Here are some hints for you:

1. install speed cameras at all accident black spots

2. increase parking fines

3. ban all on-street parking in the town center

4. pedestrianise the main shopping area

5. ban all cars from the town center

6. start a one-way system

Produce a dialogue similar to the basic one. Make it sound natural. 
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Context: Rachel and Nick, two friends both in the last year at university, are
chatting over coffee. They are talking about what they see themselves doing in the

future.

Now you're talking!

Rachel: So, have you had any more thoughts about what you're
going to do next year, then?

Nick: Mm. Idon't know, really. Imean,.............. that it
might be a good idea to do that art course I was telling
you about, but it all depends on my results.

Rachel: So whatabout France? ....................... going
to Paris a while back?

Nick:  Oh, for that French course? Well, I would still like to do
it, but I just don’t know if I can afford it.

Rachel: Oh, I know what vou mean. Money’s always a problem,

isntit? Imean, ............ ...l next year is
learn to drive and buy a car, but I'm not sure if I'll have
thecash. ............. , 'm just so sick of having to get

buses everywhere.

Nick:  Dreadful, aren’t they? You wait-half an hour and then
three come along at the same time. So, you're..........
just going to be staying around here, just trying to save
up some money, then?

Rachel: Yes, I suppose so. It depends, really. I mean, if I can find a
good job then I'll stick around, but otherwise ...........
i eventually is going back to Glasgow.

Nick:  Ohright, because you grew up there, didn’t you?

Rachel: Yes, that's right, ves, so I suppose I do see myself ending
up there eventually.

Nick:  Yeah.

Rachel: So,........... you do this art course, what do you see
vourself doing after that, in the long term?

Nick:  Oh, I don’t know. No idea really. I haven’t thought that
farahead. I'lljust...................... and see what
happens.

Rachel: Just listen to us, Nick! We just sound so boring! ........
......... go off somewhere together this summer, you
know, maybe - I don’t know — work abroad for six
months?

Nick:  What? You mean picking grapes in France? That kind of
thing?

Rachel: Yeah, or, I don’t know — working in a hotel in Spain, or -
Nick:  Or going to Australia. If the Aussies can work over here,
................. go and get a job over there?

Rachel: Yeah, I'd love to do that. Where's the paper? What's the
cheapest flight to Sydney?

Nick: Now vou're talkine!




Real English: 

a) What I’d really like to do… 
Here what means the thing that…and is used at the beginning of a sentence to give a special emphasis to what follows.

For example: What I’d really like to do next year is learn to drive.

b)  An Aussie (Br. E) informal - an Australian person;
     a pom or pommy (Austral. E) disapproving - an English person

c)  Now you’re talking!

An informal expression used to show very eager agreement.

For example: -Why don’t we go to he south of France for our holidays this year?



     -Now you’re talking!
Task 1. 

Make sure you understand the following collocations:

1. a while back

2. to be sick of doing smth

3. to stick around

4. eventually

5. in the long term

Now match these collocations with their meanings:

a. not to go away ( especially in the hope of some advantage)

b. at last

c. over a long period of time

d. in an earlier time

e. have enough of smth, be tired of smth

Task 2.
Replace the underlined words with the collocations from Task 1:
1. He worked so hard that in the end he made himself ill.

2. Let’s not discuss his private life. I’m so fed up with all that gossip!
3. They are losing money on that book now, but in the distant future they hope to make large profits. 

4. Some time ago he was planning to apply for this job, but all of a sudden he made up his mind to continue his education.

5. She was considering changing the company; but there came an opportunity of getting a higher position, so she decided to stay.
Task 3. 
Listen to the dialogue and complete the following sentences:

1. Nick’s thinking about…………., but it depends on………… .

2. He’d like to ……. ……….but he probably won’t have …………….. .

3. Rachel wants to …………. and ……………. .

4. If she …………… then she’ll …………. …….. .


Otherwise, she’ll probably go …………………….. .
Task 4.  
Listen to the dialogue again and fill in the gaps in the conversation.
Task 5. TALKING POINT
Answer these questions; use the collocations from Task 1, where possible.

1. Are you a kind of person who could just suddenly go abroad for six month, on the spur of the moment?

2. Have any of your friends ever gone off to work in another country?

3. Is it possible to plan too much for the future?

Task 6. Starting with what

a)
Chose the best expression from below to make your own sentences for the situations   
given:



What I really need to do is….




What I’d really like to do is…




What I was thinking of doing is…..
1. Your company is sending you to Japan, so you have to start learning the language.


What ………………………………………………………………………………. .

2. You think it would be a great idea to buy a flat in the next couple of years.


What ……………………………………………………………………….. .

3. You have no money and desperately need to start saving.


What …………………………………………………………. .

4. You think you would quite like to travel round India in the not-too-distant future.


What ………………………………………………………………… .

5. You’ve had an idea – maybe go abroad for Christmas this year rather than stay at home.


What ………………………………………………………………… . 


b)
Complete the following in ways that are true for you:

1. What I really need to do before the end of the week is….

2. What I’d really like to do this/next summer is …

3. What I was thinking of trying to do next year, If I get the chance, is …

4. What I’d really like to be doing in a few years’s time is …

Task 7. Plans for the future
What are you plans to the future?

a) Complete the following possible answers to the question choosing one of the expressions:



wait and see                                              perfectly happy



can’t really                                                take things



change                                                       see myself

a. I’m ……………………doing what I’m doing.

b. My plans …………………fairly often.

c. I can’t …………………..staying there for much longer.

d. I’ll just have to ……………what happens.

e. I just …………………….. as they come.

f. I ………………………...say yet. It all depends.

b)  Complete the situations below by adding the most appropriate expression from a):

1.  I ‘m fairly laid-back kind of person. I mean, …………………and only worry about things    
if and when they happen.

2.  So what are you going to do once you get back home?


-Well, I might try and get a job as a chef, but yesterday I was thinking about maybe going 
to college. Ask me again in a week!  ……………………….. you know. 

3.  So how is it all going?


-Well, to be honest, I’m really fed up at work.  ……………………………….. .

It sounds to me like it’s time to move on.

4. So what are your plans for the future?


-Well, right now life’s great. Maybe in a couple of years I might change my mind, but at 
the moment…………………………………………… .

5.   So are you still off to Spain in the spring?


-Well, I’m not 100% sure just now, because my dad’s still very ill, so ……………….. .

6.   So how long are you going to be staying here for?


- ……………………………………….. on my girlfriend. If things work out between us, 
we might think of getting married and settling down.

Task 8. Sentence adverbs
a) Complete these sentences with the most suitable adverb from the list:


basically

 
ideally


hopefully



realistically

         eventually



1. …………, I’d like to retire when I’m fifty, but …………, I’ll probably have to work until I’m sixty.

2. I’ve got my final exams in the summer, which ……. I’ll pass. 

3. ………, everyone just wants to be happy, don’t they?

4. I do a bit of photography in my spare time, but I’d like to do it professionally……… .

b) Complete the sentences in a way that is true for you:

1. Basically, what I’d really like to do in the future is …………. .

2. Ideally, I’d love to be able to ……… sometime in the next few years, but realistically I’ll probably …………….. .

3. Next year I can see myself ………… and after that I’ll hopefully ………… .

4. Well, if I carry on doing what I’m doing now, eventually I’ll …………….. .

5. Well, you know that I really like …………………….… , so ideally I’d like to end up ……………… .

Task 9. Making it sound natural.

Imagine you are discussing your plans for the future with your close friend. Use the ideas you have come up with in class and produce a dialogue similar to the basic one.  Make it sound natural.
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